
What are we learning about in 
Autumn 1 in Year 4?

Y4 Emerald
Miss Rainbow

Y4 Topaz
Miss Hallam

PE days:
Mondays & Thursdays

Reading:
Please come and join us for 
Reading Club every Friday 

8:30am-9:00am



Just how great was 
King Alfred, really?

Where did the 
Anglo-Saxons settle 

and why?

How did religion 
change over time in 
Anglo-Saxon Britain?

What does the 
mystery of the empty 

grave tell us about 
Anglo-Saxon Britain?

What was everyday 
life like in Anglo-

Saxon Britain?

Skill: Realise that events 
usually happen for a 

combination of reasons.
Why did the Anglo-

Saxons invade 
Britain?We will be discussing the various 

push and pull factors that led to 
tribes of invaders arriving in Britain 
from Northern Germany, Denmark 

and the Netherlands.
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Skill: Understand that 
you need to give 
several causes to 

explain some events.

Skill: Sustain an answer, 
providing some supporting 

evidence.

We will identify the 7 Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms on a map: 

Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex, 
Sussex, Essex, Kent and East 
Anglia. We will then identify 
where the Jutes, Saxons and 

Angles travelled from and 
think about why.

We will be analysing the limited artefacts available 
from this period in order to make historical inferences 

about life in the ‘Dark Ages’.

We will be exploring the artefacts found at the 
burial at Sutton Hoo to infer who the grave could 

belong to. We will then write a letter to the British 
Museum in the role of the excavator Basil Brown to 

inform them of our great discovery!

We will be creating a timeline to 
show how religion changed over 

time from Paganism to Christianity. 
We will learn about the impact of St 
Augustine, St Colomba and St Aidan 

in bring about this change.

We will be writing a balanced 
argument considering source 

reliability about King Alfred the 
Great’s achievement and failures. 
We will decide for ourselves if he 
deserves to be the only monarch 
in history to have the title ‘Great’ 

after his name.

Skill: Realise that events 
usually happen for a 

combination of reasons.

Skill: Use appropriate ways of 
communicating a historical 

understanding.
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Skill: Start cross-referencing information 
to see if other sources agree, rather than 

taking information at face value.

How much change did the 
Anglo-Saxon invasion bring 

to Britain?

Disciplinary Skill: 
Change & Continuity

First Order Key concepts: 
Monarchy & Kingdom

Y4 History: Autumn 1



What is a food 
chain?

What is the 
function of 

each part in the 
digestive 
system?

Why is it 
important to 

look after your 
teeth?

What are the 
types and 

function of 
teeth?

What is 
digestion?

We will look at a poem about 
digestion and look at the parts of 
the human body which makes up 

the human digestive system.
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Skill: Gathering, recording, 
classifying and presenting data 
in a variety of ways to help in 

answering questions

We will demonstrate the function 
of the digestive system, by doing 
an experiment of how we digest 
beans on toast, while discussing 
each part of the digestive system 

and its function.

.We will discuss what the functions of 
each tooth and identify it in the human 

mouth. Then we will create a human 
mouth with teeth in the right places 

using cut and stick.

Skill: Use classification keys 
to help group, identify and 

name a variety of living 
things

Using examples of different food 
chains we will explore how a food 

chain works and what the key 
elements are needed for a food 

chain, identifying producer, 
predator and prey.

Skill: Set up different 
science experiment 

and understand a fair 
test.

Skill: recording findings using 
simple scientific language, 

drawings, labelled diagrams.
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Skill: Record findings 
using drawings and 
labelled diagrams.

We will place boiled eggs into 
various liquids covering them. We 
will then observe the changes of a 
set tie, ensuring it is a fair test and 
includes a control and a discussion  

of variables.

Animals including 
humans:

Digestion and teeth

Skill: Reporting on 
findings from enquiries 

using a written 
explanation

Y4 Science: Autumn 1

What are the 
similarities and 

difference in 
teeth between 

animals?

We will look at the skulls of different animals and 
see if we can identify any similar teeth to humans. 

Discuss what the role is of each tooth in the 
different animals.
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Y4 Computing: Autumn 1

Why do we use 
computers to 

create art?

1

How can I make an 
image in the style of 

Piet Mondrian?

How do I make an 
image in the style of 

Jackson Pollock?

How do I edit 
photographs?

How do I create a 
final piece of 

artwork?

3

2

6

5Communicating:
Text and Images

How do I use a computer 
as an artist?

We will be recapping our learning 
about online art from Y3. We will 

then explore artists in the Tate 
gallery before creating our own 

online masterpiece.

We will be playing a game 
to start with then building 

boxes on PowerPoint to 
create our own art in the 
style of Piet Mondrian.

We will be playing a game 
then creating our own art 

pieces using paint.

We will be exploring the work of 
Keith Haring then using the 

online software to create our 
own artwork.

We will be using the 
software Ribbet.com to edit 

photographs. We will 
discuss how images are 

changed by people in the 
media.

We will be pulling together all of our exploration 
over the unit to create a final piece of artwork 

using paint or PowerPoint.

How do I create an 
image in the style of 

cartoonist Keith 
Haring?

4

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/games-quizzes/tate-paint
http://www.stephen.com/mondrimat/
http://jacksonpollock.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr386sg/articles/zy2v34j
http://haringkids.com/master_act_color.htm
https://www.ribbet.com/app/?start_editing


Key Enquiry:
Is it possible for everyone to 

be happy?

What makes you 
happy?

2

3 4

6

If someone gave you a 
million pounds, what 

would you do?

Would being rich 
always make you 

happy?

What did the Buddha 
realise under the 

Bodhi tree?

Is it possible for 
everyone to be 

happy?

How can I help people 
be happy?

1
Y4 RE: Autumn 1

We will recall times when we felt really happy 
and consider what that felt like. We will 

explore the lyrics of the Pharell Williams song 
‘Happy’. We will consider who might not feel 

like singing that song right now and why.

We will Diamond 9 our post-it noted 
ideas to show the most important 

ways to use the money down to the 
least important ideas. 

We will be introduced to the religion 
of Buddhism. We will read the Story 

of the Buddha and draw a 
storyboard to go with the story.

We will listen to the story and consider that the most 
important think he discovered was that trying to lead a 
good life which helps others and does not hurt people 
or animals would help someone to be happy. We will 

also learn about the 8-fold path in Buddhism.

We will draw a scene from 
Siddhattha’s life story that made 
him feel unhappy then consider 

what he did to try and make 
himself happy. We will then 
consider if it is possible for 

everyone to be happy and how a 
Buddhist may answer that 

question.

We will make a class mobile to 
display in the classroom to reflect 
how we can try to help people be 
happy rather than causing hurt.
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H16. about strategies that support 
mental wellbeing — including how 
good quality sleep, physical 
exercise/time outdoors, doing things 
for others, clubs, and activities and 
spending time with family and friends 
can support mental wellbeing

1

H27. to recognise their 
individuality and personal 
qualities
H28. to identify personal 
strengths, skills, 
achievements and interests 
and how these contribute to 
a sense of self-worth

2

H29. about how to 
manage 
setbacks/perceived 
failures, including how 
to re-frame unhelpful 
thinking

R11. what constitutes a 
positive healthy friendship (e.g. 
mutual respect, trust, loyalty, 
kindness, generosity, sharing 
interests, support with 
problems)
R17. that friendships have ups 
and downs; strategies to 
resolve disputes positively

3

4

Mental 
wellbeing

Quality

Physical

Activities

Volunteer 

Individuality

Personal 
qualities

Skills

Achievement
s

Self-worth

Setback

Re-frame

Failure

Perception

Thinking

Generosity

Trust

Loyalty

Resolve

Dispute

Y4 PSHCE: Autumn 1



Power Prints
DrawingSense of 

proportion

Skill: To explore 
proportion and 

tone when drawing

Skill: To use 
shading 

techniques to 
create pattern 
and contrast

We will be applying the skill of creating tone 
in a new medium; showing an awareness of 
proportion and thinking about the relative 

size and shape of the objects we draw

Skill: To plan a composition for a mixed-media drawing

2

Skill: To draw using tone to create 
a 3D effect

Skill: To work 
collaboratively to develop 

drawings into prints

3D pencil 
drawings

1

Drawing 
with scissors

3

Power 
prints

We will be showcasing our learning from 
across the unit by working in groups to 

create giant prints inspired by our 
collages and wax-resist drawings.

5

We will be using tone to make an 
observational line drawing look 
three dimensional and exploring 

different gradients of pencil.

We will be creating collage to 
develop a drawing composition and 

exploring how pattern, symmetry and 
contrast affect the elements within it

Wax resist

We will be applying an understanding of 
tone to the techniques of hatching; using 

pattern and contrast when creating a 
mixed-media drawing based on the collage 

composition from Lesson 3.

4

Man Pointing (1947)
Alberto Giacometti

The Circus (1947)
Collage by Henri Matisse

The Artist’s Hand V (1979)
Henry Moore

Dancing in Colombia (1980)
Fernando Botero

Y4 Art: Autumn 



Ukulele 
Rockschool:

Stage 1

Y3 Music: Autumn

Getting Started: We will be learning how 
to hold the ukulele, identifying the four 
strings, and practicing basic strumming 
techniques. We will perform a simple 
song together as an ensemble.

1

First Pieces: We will be introduced to 
musical notation, including the stave, 
treble clef, and note values. We will learn 
to play a few songs while practicing 
reading simple musical rhythms.

Using the Fretting Hand: We will learn 
how to play new notes by pressing strings 
onto the frets and understanding 
semitones and tones. We will practice 
moving between notes and improvising 
on the ukulele.

4/4 Time Signature: We will be 
introduced to the time signature and 
musical rests, learning how to play the C 
major chord. We will practice playing in 
time and work on a class composition.

Further Pitches and the ¾ Time 
Signature: We will learn the notes F and 
G, explore ¾ time signatures, and 
understand dotted notes. We will 
practice improvisation and work on 
composing a song as a group.

Further Pitches and the C Major Scale: 
We will review the C major scale and 
learn about the head and stem of notes. 
We will practice improvising melodies 
using the C major scale and perform 
"Chillin' at the C Side" together.
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Y4 Maths: Autumn 1
Week NC Links Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

Number: 
Place value

count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000

find 1000 more or less than a given number

count backwards through zero to include negative 
numbers

recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit 
number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)

order and compare numbers beyond 1000

identify, represent and estimate numbers using 
different representations

round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000

solve number and practical problems that involve all 
of the above and with

increasingly large positive numbers

read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that 
over time, the numeral system

changed to include the concept of zero and place 
value.

Step-1 Represent 
numbers to 1,000

Step-2 Partition 
numbers to 1,000

STEP-3  Number line to 1,000

2 Step-4 Thousands Step-5 Represent 
numbers to 
10,000

Step-6 Partition 
numbers to 10,000

Step-7 Flexible 
partitioning of 
numbers to 10,000

Step-8 Find 1, 10, 100, 1,000 
more or less

3 Step-9 Number line to 10,000 Step-10 Estimate 
on a number line 
to 10,000

Step-11 Compare 
numbers to 10,000

Step-12 Order 
numbers to 10,000

Step-13 Roman numerals

4 Step-14 Round to the nearest 
10

Step-15 Round to 
the nearest 100

Step-16 Round to 
the nearest 1,000

Step-17 Round to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 
1,000

End of unit assessment

5 Number: 
Addition and 
Subtraction

add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the 
formal written methods of

columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate

estimate and use inverse operations to check 
answers to a calculation

solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in 
contexts, deciding which

operations and methods to use and why.

Step-1 Add and subtract 1s, 
10s, 100s and 1,000s

Step-2 Add up to 
two 4-digit 
numbers – no 
exchange

Step-3 Add two 4-
digit numbers – 
one exchange

Step-4 Add two 4-digit 
numbers – more than 
one exchange

Step-5 Subtract two 4-digit 
numbers – no exchange

6 Step-6 Subtract two 4-digit 
numbers – one exchange

Step-7 Subtract 
two 4-digit 
numbers – more 
than one 
exchange

STEP-8 Efficient 
subtraction

Step-9 Estimate 
answers

Step-10 Checking strategies

7 Consolidation Consolidation Consolidation Consolidation End of unit assessment



Y4 Writing: Autumn 1

Poetry:

We will be writing our 
own Anglo-Saxon 
Kennings poems

Myths and Legends:

We will be writing our 
own legend based on the 

Saxon story of Beowulf

Narrative:

We will be writing our 
own ghost story based 

on an extract from 
Michael Morpurgo’s ‘The 

Giant’s Necklace’
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