
What are we learning about in 
Autumn 1 in Year 3?

Y3 Quartz
Mrs Malik

Y3 Amethyst
Mr Gul

PE days:
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Reading:
Please come and join us for 
Reading Club every Friday 

8:30am-9:00am



What is a 
chronology?

How 
sophisticated 
were Stone 
Age people?

What can Skara 
Brae teach us 

about the Stone 
Age?

What were 
Stone Age 

houses like?

How did Stone 
Age people 

communicate?

Skill: Develop an 
understanding of 

chronology and world 
history.

6

Skill: Understand how 
our knowledge of the 
past is constructed 

from a range of 
sources.

We will be exploring 
how Stone Age people 
hunted and how they 

recorded events. 

We will have a look at any 
evidence for Stone Age 
Language as well as the 

importance of Cave Painting 
Skill: Note 

connections, 
contrasts and trends 

over time and develop 
the appropriate use of 

historical terms. 

We will be exploring 
an archaeological site 
and find out how we 

can hypothesise 
about ancient life.

We will develop a secure 
knowledge of what a 

chronology is and how 
events shape history.

Skill: Understand how 
our knowledge of the 

past is constructed from 
a range of sources. 

Skill: Address 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 

difference, and 
significance.

5

4
3

2

We will be comparing 
houses from the 

Palaeolithic, Mesolithic 
and Neolithic ages and 
noting the reasons for 

the change

Skill: Compare similarities 
and differences between 

life in the past and 
modern times.

How was life 
different in the 
Bronze Age and 

Iron Age?

7We will compare life in 
the Stone Age to life in 

the Bronze Age and Iron 
Age.

Skill: Show an 
understanding of the 

main ideas associated 
with a society.

How did Stone 
Age People 

Live? 

1

We will create a mind-map 
showing aspects of Stone 

Age life.

What are the key differences 
between life in the Stone 

Age and life in the Iron Age?

Disciplinary Skill: 
Similarity & Difference

First Order Key concept: 
Civilisation

Y3 History: Autumn 1



Forces & Magnet
What are the forces in the world 

around us?

What are the 
strength of 

different 
magnets’ 

magnetic fields?

How does the 
friction of a 

surface affect the 
speed of a car?

What materials 
do magnetic 
fields pass 
through? 

How do 
magnets 
work in 

compasses?

Which 
materials are 

magnetic?

Activity on the 
playground to check 
whether movement 

used a push or pull force

6

Skill: To sort objects into 
magnetic and not magnetic 

objects . 

Skill: drawing a 
graph of results 

To compare how things 
move on different 

surfaces by investigating 
the speed of a toy car 

over different surfaces. 
To compare and group 
materials according to 

whether they are 
magnetic by sorting 

materials.

Skill: Make predictions about 
the strength of magnets

To notice that 
magnetic forces can 
act at a distance and 
the magnetic fields of 

some magnets are 
stronger than others.

Skill: Make predictions 
based on previous 

learning

Skill: Make a prediction 
about whether magnets 

will repel or attract 

5

4

3

2

To describe magnets as having 
two poles. To predict whether 

two magnets will attract or 
repel each other, depending on 

which poles are facing by 
making a compass to hunt for 

treasure.

Skill: write up a scientific 
experiment  

 

To observe how magnets 
attract or repel each other and 
attract some materials and not 
others by making, playing and 
evaluating a magnetic game

What are push 
and pull 
forces?

1
Y3 Science: Autumn 1

To investigate which materials 
a magnetic field can pass 

through and form conclusions 
based on results. 

How can 
magnets be used 

in a game? 

7

Skill: Make a working 
game using magnets 
and prior learning.



Y3 Computing: Autumn 1

How can we use 
code to control a 
sprite in Scratch?

1

What is an 
algorithm and how 

do we use it in 
programming?

What is the 
difference between 
a program and an 

algorithm?

How do we use 
multiple events to 
control a program?

How can we plan 
and create a Scratch 

program using 
multiple events and 

actions?

3

2

6

5Programming A:
Sequence and Events in 

Scratch

We will be learning how to turn an 
algorithm into a program, predicting the 

outcome of code, and creating a 
program to tell a joke using multiple 

sprites.

We will be exploring how different events in 
Scratch trigger actions, using inputs such 
as keyboard or mouse to control sprites 

with multiple actions.

We will be exploring a 
Scratch project with 

multiple events, adding 
new sounds and 

costumes to sprites, 
and experimenting with 

how different inputs 
trigger actions

We will be planning and programming 
a Scratch project that includes sprites 
with multiple costumes, sounds, and 

events, then testing and debugging our 
projects to make sure they work as 

intended.

How do events in 
Scratch trigger 

different actions?

4

We will be planning 
algorithms away from the 

computer, then using these 
algorithms to control 

movements and actions in 
Scratch programs.

We will be exploring the Scratch 
interface, learning how to add and 
delete sprites, create simple code 

blocks, and test what happens 
when we change the sequence of 

commands.



Key Enquiry:
Does joining the Khalsa make a 

person a better Sikh?
Theme: The Amrit Ceremony and the Khalsa

Religion: Sikhism

What does it mean 
to belong?

2

3 4

6

What is the Amrit 
Ceremony?

What are Khalsa 
Sikhs?

What are the 5 Ks in 
Sikhism? Kara, Kes, 

Kanga, Kirpan, Kashera

What would you 
like people to 

know about you?

Why would a Sikh 
choose to take part in 
the Amrit Ceremony?

1
Y3 RE: Autumn 1

We will explore how it feels to belong and how 
other people know if we belong to a group e.g. 

uniforms, badges, certificates. We will then 
write all the clubs/groups that we belong to 
and express our feelings associated with the 

core idea of belonging.

We will learn about the Khalsa 
ceremony where Sikhs become 

baptised. They make a promise to 
always be kind to everyone, treat 

everyone equally, always tell the truth 
and speak out for vulnerable people, 
care and respect everyone and help 

people, care for animals and conserve 
the world.

We will learn more about the ‘Khalsa’. Once a person baptizes 
in the ceremony, the person becomes a ‘Khalsa’, just like 

when you join the Scouts you become a ‘Scout’. Guru Gobind 
Sing (The 10th Guru)h first started this special ceremony

We will consider how a Sikh feels when they wear the 5 
Ks. We will discuss how they serve as a reminder to 

themselves to keep promises that they have made. The 5 
Ks are an outward symbol of an inner commitment.

We will  design a badge or 
bracelet that will remind us of 
something that is personally 

important. 

We will reflect upon how the Amrit 
ceremony is a choice to make a 

commitment and can help some Sikhs 
keep their promise to God becaise 

they spoke their promises in front of 
Guru Granth Sahib. We will also 

explore how wearing the 5 Ks acts as a 
physical reminder of the promises 

that a Sikh has made and also helps 
them keep these promises.

5



Y3 PSHCE: Autumn 1

H17. to recognise that feelings 
can change over time and range 
in intensity
H18. about everyday things that 
affect feelings and the 
importance of expressing 
feelings

1

R10. about the importance of 
friendships; strategies for 
building positive friendships; 
how positive friendships support 
wellbeing
R16. how friendships can change 
over time, about making new 
friends

2

R13. the importance of seeking 
support if feeling lonely or 
excluded
R14. that healthy friendships 
make people feel included; 
recognise when others may feel 
lonely or excluded; strategies 
for how to include them

4

R31. that everyone, 
including them, should 
expect to be treated politely 
and with respect at home 
and in school; strategies to 
support courteous, 
respectful relationships

3

Emotions

Range

Intensity

Express

Affect

Positive

Friendship

Wellbeing

Benefit

Build

 

Excluded

Loneliness

Included

Healthy

Support 

Polite

Respect

Courtesy

Manners

Relationship



Growing Artists
Drawing

Shading

Skill: To understand how 
to create tone in drawing 

by shading.

Skill: To apply observational drawing 
skills to create detailed studies.

We will be learning how to 
shade, understanding how it is 
used to create light and dark 

tones in drawing.

Skill: To understand how texture can be 
created and used to make art.

2

Skill: To recognise how 
artists use shape in 

drawing.

Skill: To explore 
composition and scale to 
create abstract drawings.

Y3 Art: Autumn

See like an 
artist

1

Texture 
pictures

3

Abstract 
flowers

We will be exploring scale and 
composition to create abstract 

drawings inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe

Artists make objects look realistic 
by adding light and dark areas 

(shading). Artists look for 
geometric shapes (regular shapes 
with angles and straight lines) in 

manmade and natural objects 
when they are drawing them.

Georgia O’Keeffe was famous for 
her close up paintings of flowers/ 
Zooming in on just a small section 
of an object makes it less obvious 

what it is. In art, when people 
paint or draw things that look 

different to real life, this is called 
abstract art.

5

We will be learning how to use 
simple shapes to draw objects, and 
developing our observation skills to 
draw natural and manmade objects.

Tone refers to the light and dark areas of an 
object or artwork. 

The 4 rules of effective shading are:
1. To shade in one direction
2. To not leave any gaps
3. To work neatly to the edges
4. To create smooth, even tones

Frottage is the 
technique of taking a 

rubbing from textured 
surfaces to form the 

basis of a work of art. 
The term frottage was 
created by the artist 

Max Ernst. Some good 
examples of his use of 

this technique are 
‘Wide Walls and 
‘Teenage Light’.

We will be taking texture rubbings to 
create nature-inspired artwork in the 

style of Max Ernst and botanical 
artist Maud Purdy.

‘The Bride of the Wind’ 
by Max Ernst

Botanical 
drawing

‘Red Canna’ 
by Georgia O’Keeffe

We will be creating detailed botanical 
drawings from observation, applying 

techniques to add tone and form.

Scientists will often create detailed drawn studies of flowers to 
understand how they worked. Two famous scientists are Charles 
Darwin and Carl Linnaeus. They created beautiful drawings that 

were made into books still used today.

4



Ukulele 
Rockschool:

Stage 1

Y3 Music: Autumn

Getting Started: We will be learning how 
to hold the ukulele, identifying the four 
strings, and practicing basic strumming 
techniques. We will perform a simple 
song together as an ensemble.

1

First Pieces: We will be introduced to 
musical notation, including the stave, 
treble clef, and note values. We will learn 
to play a few songs while practicing 
reading simple musical rhythms.

Using the Fretting Hand: We will learn 
how to play new notes by pressing strings 
onto the frets and understanding 
semitones and tones. We will practice 
moving between notes and improvising 
on the ukulele.

4/4 Time Signature: We will be 
introduced to the time signature and 
musical rests, learning how to play the C 
major chord. We will practice playing in 
time and work on a class composition.

Further Pitches and the ¾ Time 
Signature: We will learn the notes F and 
G, explore ¾ time signatures, and 
understand dotted notes. We will 
practice improvisation and work on 
composing a song as a group.

Further Pitches and the C Major Scale: 
We will review the C major scale and 
learn about the head and stem of notes. 
We will practice improvising melodies 
using the C major scale and perform 
"Chillin' at the C Side" together.

5

43

6

2



Y3 Maths: Autumn 1
Week Y3 Maths: Autumn 1

NC Links 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

Number: 
Place value

count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100; find 10 or 
100 more or less than a given number

recognise the place value of each digit in a 3-digit number 
(100s, 10s, 1s)

compare and order numbers up to 1,000

identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 
representations

read and write numbers up to 1,000 in numerals and in 
words

solve number problems and practical problems involving 
these ideas

Getting to know you Getting to know you Getting to know you 

Step-1 Represent 
numbers to 100

Step-2 Partition numbers 
to 100

Step-3 Number line to 100 Step-4 Hundreds Step-5 Represent 
numbers to 1,000

2

3 Step-6  Partition 
numbers to 1,000

Step-7 Flexible 
partitioning of numbers to 
1,000

Step-8 Hundreds, tens 
and ones

Step-9 Find 1, 10 or 100 
more or less

Step-10  Number line to 
1,000

4

Number: 
Place Value

Step-11 Estimate on a 
number line to 1,000

Step-12 2 Compare 
numbers to 1,000

Step-13 Order numbers to 
1,000

Step-14 Count in 50s End of unit assessment

5 Addition 
and 
subtraction

add and subtract numbers mentally, including:

a three-digit number and 1s

a three-digit number and 10s

a three-digit number and 100s

add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal 
written methods of columnar addition and subtraction

estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse 
operations to check answers

solve problems, including missing number problems, using 
number facts, place value, and more complex addition and 
subtraction

Step-1 Apply number 
bonds within 10

Step-2 Add and subtract 
1s

Step-3 Add and subtract 
10s

Step -4 Add and subtract 
100s

Step-5 Spot the pattern

Step-6 Add 1s across a 
10

Step-7 Add 10s across a 
100

Step-8 Subtract 1s across 
a10

Step-9 Subtract 10s 
across a 100

Step- 10 Make 
connections

6

7 Step-11 Add two 
numbers no exchange

Step-12 Subtract two 
numbers (no exchange)

Step-13 Add two numbers 
(across a 10)

STEP-14 Add two 
numbers (across a 100)

Step-15 Subtract two 
numbers (across a 10)

Step-16 Subtract two 
numbers (across a 100)

Step-17 Add 2-digit and 3-
digit numbers

Step-18 Subtract a 2-digit 
number from a 3-digit 
number

Step19 Complements to 
100

Step-20 Estimate 
answers



Y3 Writing: Autumn 1

Poetry:
We will be writing our 

own poem based on Allan 
Ahlberg’s ‘Please Mrs 

Butler’

Narrative:
We will be writing our 

own versions of the story 
‘The Pebble In My Pocket’ 

by Meridith Cooper

Persuasion:
We will start to write our 

own food adverts
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