
Medium Term Planning: Geography 

Unit: Where do I live? Year Group: One 
 

Key concepts 
developed 

Place: Children will complete fieldwork to work out the types of buildings in their local area.  
Scale: Children will focus on learning to devise a simple map for the first time and what the ‘zoom out’ looks like from an aerial perspective. They 
will map their school playground and create an initial sketch map to start to understand scale in terms of ‘near’ and ‘far’. 
Space: Children will start to question their own connection to their local area. They will focus on where they live and what is in their local 
environment. 

Disciplinary 
knowledge 

Locational knowledge  
- Children will know where they live: Pitsmoor in Sheffield in England. 

Human and physical geography 
- Introduced to the concepts of human and physical features including sorting local landmarks into those categories 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a key 
• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Disciplinary Skills - To ask geographical questions such as where is this place? 
- To recognise local features on an aerial picture 
- To create a simple map  
- To describe features of an area 
- To start to identify human and physical features 

Rationale: (Why this unit for our children? Why now? Include National Curriculum content) 
 

Through this unit pupils will explore their local area including the playground and roads surrounding the school. They will be introduced to map work formally for the first 
time and the concept of aerial photography. Their initial map skills will take the form of a ‘sketch-map’ as this follows guidance in specific map skills progression as 
collated by Digi Maps. This will build onto their ‘understanding the world’ foci from EYFS. 
 
This unit is taught now because it is important that children have an understanding of their own area before they compare it to other regions (Australia etc). It’s 
important that they have the opportunity to explore their local area in the Autumn term as then they will have memories to compare this to when they complete their 
weather topic in the summer term.  
 
National Curriculum: Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary 
relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.  
 



  



 

Prior Learning: 

In EYFS children will have: 

 Learnt to describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation during local area walks including a walk to the local park. They will have 
collected story maps from photos of the walks in order to tell an ordered recount. . They will have had the opportunity to explore maps in enhanced provision 
but may not have been formally taught map skills yet. 

 The children visited Cleethorpes so can recognise the differences in physical and human features between their local area and the seaside. 

Vocabulary (focus word in yellow): 

LESSON 1 
Local Adjective: belonging to the area where you live, or to the area that you are talking about. 
Area Noun: a particular part of a town, country, region or the world. 

LESSON 2 
Country Noun: how the world is divided up. A particular area of land. 
City Noun: a city is a large town. A town is a place with many streets and buildings, where people live and work. 

LESSON 3 
Map Noun: A drawing of an area such as a city, country or continent, showing its main features as they would appear if you looked at them from 
above. 
Aerial Adjective: people or things on the ground are photographed by people in aeroplanes or satellites in the air. 

LESSON 4 
Near Preposition/adverb: if something is near a place, thing, or person, it is a short distance from them. 
Far Adverb: if one place, thing, or person is far away from another, there is a great distance between them. A long way away. 

LESSON 5 
Geography Noun: the study of countries of the world! 
Fieldwork Noun: when you go outside and find out things about a place. 

LESSON 6 
Human feature Features like houses, roads and bridges that have been built by people. 
Physical Features Features like seas, mountains and rivers that are natural. They would be here even if no people were around. 

 

  



 

Substantive knowledge/endpoint (What 

does every child need to know by the end 

of this unit?) 

How is this assessed? Resources 

LESSON 1 

In my local area there are parks, 
shops (like Tesco Extra and 
Tesco express), Northern 
General hospital, Abbeyfield 
Primary academy, churches and 
mosques. 
 
N.B. some children travel by bus 
from further afield so allow 
them to explore their local area. 

Children work in pairs to sort images to 
decide whether they are in Pitsmoor or not 
in Pitsmoor. Images used of Pitsmoor 
include: St Catherine of Alexandira church, 
Tesco Extra, Northern General hospital, 
Abbeyfield Primary Academy and Abbeyfield 
park. Images of other places include the 
Peak district, Scarborough seaside and a 
mountain range. 
 
Children then label an image from their local 
area to explain what it is e.g. ‘this is a 
school’. The focus is on use of vocabulary. 

 

LESSON 2 

We live in the country England. 
We live in the city Sheffield. 
We go to Abbeyfield Primary 
Academy which is in Pitsmoor. 
 
In Pitsmoor there are terraced 
houses, semi-detached houses, 
flats, shops, parks, churches and 
mosques. 

Children draw a picture of their home and 
decide whether it is a flat, terraced house or 
semi-detached house. They will add simple 
labels to their house. 
 
Then they will choose to draw (or stick) 4 
places in the local area that they live near. 
 
Finally they will write a sentence about what 
is in their local area to their home. 

 



LESSON 3 

A map is always drawn from an 
aerial view. 
 
Maps can be drawings or 
models. They help us find where 
we are and where we are going. 
 
Maps have a key which tells you 
what the symbols mean. 

Children will spend some time outside 
looking at the features of the playground. 
They will then recreate the playground from 
an aerial view. They will need to create a 
clear key for their map. 

 

LESSON 4 

Maps use symbols (pictures) for 
places such as car parks or 
places of workshop like 
mosques.  
 
Some places are near and some 
places are far. 

Children will draw a sketch map as an 
introduction to map work. They will draw 
their home in the middle then distance 2 
places as to whether they are near or far 
from their home. They will then record 2 
sentences using the vocabulary ‘near’ and 
‘far’. 

 



LESSON 5 
Fieldwork 

Fieldwork is when you go 
outside and find out things 
about a place. 
 
Before you start your fieldwork, 
you need to decide what you 
want to find out. 

Children will complete a local area walk 
where they will look out for different 
building types: flats, terraced houses, semi-
detached homes in order to answer the 
fieldwork question: what types of buildings 
are in my local area. 
 
They will then create a linear map of the 
places they visited. 

 

LESSON 6 

Human and physical features 
are things that you can see all 
around you. 
 
Physical features like seas, 
mountains and rivers are 
natural. They would be here 
even if there were no people 
around. 
 
Human features are things like 
houses, roads and bridges. They 
have been built by people. 

Children will sort images from the local area 
in Pitsmoor to classify them as a human or 
physical feature. 

 
 



End of Unit Quiz

 


