Welcome to our Autumn edition newsletter 2017/18. It has been a busy term of exciting things
to look forward to.
We have had trips to Abbey House, The Deep, Madina Mosque and Christ Church. We have
had several workshops attend school, these being: Action Aid, Anglo Saxon, Sam Safari and
Spanish.
There are more trips planned to support topic subjects throughout the year. There is also a
reward trip for Year 6 children who have earned 45 golden tickets or more.
During the holidays and the term, we have had extensive
building work completed
throughout school. Nursery and
the two
year 6

classrooms have been redecorated
and look lovely and bright.

We have also had a new fire alarm system installed and new internal and external fire doors
fitted.
As you will be well aware, work is well underway to replace the school roofs. We would like to
thank everyone for their understanding and patience with the scaffolding and restrictions around
school. The MAT will be putting in new Conditional Improvement Fund (CIF bids) for further
improvements within school.
As part of our work with the Literacy Trust, we have been given a book shelf and 70 books to
celebrate the 70th birthday of the Duchess of Cornwall, who is
patron of the Literacy Trust. The book shelf and books have arrived
and can currently be seen in the main school office. The children
are given opportunities to come and borrow or read the books.
This has led to a more exciting project, as a homeless charity called
Emmaus, of which the Duchess is also Patron, has offered to make
the school some shelves to help us build a library in the caretaker’s
house. The library, once finished, will be accessible to all year
groups and parents to continue to provide opportunities for children
to read for pleasure. The project will not be completed until the spring due to other building work
in school. We’ll be doing lots of fund raising to help pay for new books to fill the library.

School News & Information


Parking: Over the last few weeks there have been improvements on the paths and roads
around school. I would like to re-enforce our stance on child safety and request that all
parents / carers are considerate whilst driving and parking outside school.



Spring Milk Order: An order form has been sent out for parents requesting milk for their
child. The cost of milk for the spring term is £9.36 per child. Consent form and monies
need to be in school no later than Wednesday 13th December 2017.



Uniform Price Increase: Unfortunately due to manufacturing costs, we have been
informed that the costings for Abbeyfield Primary Academy Uniform has increased. There
are varying price rises from 15p to a £1 per item.



Free School Meals: Any parent / carer who has a household income of less than £16,190
are entitled to free school meals and free daily milk. The school is able to support with an
application, or it can processed on line at https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/schoolschildcare/school-meals.html.



Contact Information: Can all parents who have not already done so ensure that they
complete the safeguarding / contact sheet. If you require a new form, please call in at the
office.



Photograph Form: Can all parents who have not already done so ensure that they
complete the consent form for photographs. As stated on the form non-returned forms
indicate that you give your consent for photographs to go on the website/Facebook/school
leaflets etc. If you require a new form, please call in at the office.



Collection of Monies: All monies for lunches/trips/milk etc. are being taken on a Monday
8.15am to 8.45 am by Mr Hussain via the Principals outside green door.



PE: Please ensure that your child(ren) have and use regulatory PE kit for every PE
session.

School Contact Details:
Email: enquiries@abbeyfield.sheffiels.sch.uk
Website: http://abbeyfieldprimaryacademy.co.uk
Twitter: @Abbeyfield_sch
Facebook: Abbeyfield Primary Academy

News from FS

Moonstone

This half term the children have been learning all about different colours and
celebrations. We started the topic off by learning about bonfire night.
The children got to make their own fireworks in the workshop
area and used their listening skills to
listen to the different sounds fireworks
make.
We also learnt about Diwali and how
people decorate their houses with
flowers and candles. We loved making
our own flower garlands to wear.

After learning about Diwali we started
to learn about the story ‘Elmer’. We
loved making our very own Elmers in
nursery and discussed how we are all
different.

We would particularly like to say hello and welcome to Daisy & Lilly!
Daisy

Lilly

Guinea pigs – or cavies, to give them their proper name – are fascinating, intelligent and, when
handled correctly, friendly. They originate from South America and there are eight species, but
only one – the domestic cavy – is kept as a pet.
Guinea pigs live for around four to eight years, so their care is a long-term commitment. Males
are known as boars and females are called sows. Guinea pigs need company of their own kind.
Daisy and Lilly are new to Nursery. They love cuddles, they love to eat
spinach and cucumber and munching on hay. They are very sociable
and love to play and interact with the children!

News from FS2

Jade & Jasper

This half term the children in FS2
have been exploring the theme of
colour.
We have visited our
woodland area within school on
several occasions to see how it is changing as
the autumn sets
in, and have
collected autumn
leaves there in all
different colours: green, brown, red and yellow!

In class we have learnt to tell the story of Elmer the
Elephant and have produced some
beautiful writing and drawings based on
the story as well as creating model
elephants which we made and
decorated ourselves.

We have also found colours in the form of stained glass
windows in the church when we visited – a visit which will
also support our learning about Christmas over the next few
weeks!

News from Year 1

Onyx & Garnet

Everyone in Onyx and Garnet enjoyed
our trip to
Abbey House
Museum. We
took part in a
workshop about
houses in the
past and
learned how people used to wash their clothes. We
explored the museum, looking at shops from the past
and the clothes people used to wear.

We have been learning about Australia in our topic
lessons. We got a postcard from a friend who lives
there, and we will be writing back to tell her about
everything we have
learnt! We have
also been writing
about some
Australian animals
such as a stick insects,
tree frogs and a blue
tongued skink. We
enjoyed learning about
where the animals
come from, what they
eat and interesting facts. We really enjoyed our visit from
Sam Safari as we got to see lots of animals up close and
even touch them!

News from Year 2

Peridot & Tanzanite

This half term in Year 2 we have been getting up to all sorts of exciting work in our
lessons.
Our topic this year is the big wide world and we have been
looking at the different continents, oceans and countries on our
earth. We have discussed and written about why the oceans
and rivers are important as well as explored different continents
and the countries within them.

In Literacy we have been writing adventure stories. In our
adventure stories two characters are enjoying a sleepover
when all of a sudden they hear a strange noise.
They think it is a horrible monster or a dreadful
creature but when they go on an adventure to find
out they realise it is only a little harmless
hedgehog. The children have worked incredibly
well to write their own version of the story
including their own characters and their own settings.
In maths we have been learning all about
money and multiplication so far.
We have looked at how to add and subtract
different amounts of money as well as being
able to work out which coins are needed to buy
different things.
During our multiplication lessons we have
been working hard to use arrays to help us
solve our multiplication stories.
We have worked hard to accurately draw the
arrays and then count them using our 2, 5 or
10 times table to work out the answer.

News from Year 3

Quartz & Amethyst

In Year 3 this half term, we have been learning about traditional
tales in writing. We investigated the different features of a
traditional tale using Little Red Riding Hood. We used these
features to help create our very own traditional tale.

In maths, our class has been learning to add and subtract using the
column method. Children have been using the regrouping method and
working hard to keep our numbers written in the appropriate place value.

In science we have investigated Forces and Magnets. We have
investigated how different forces work and the effects they have on
various different objects. We learnt about magnets and their
properties and carried out various experiments to find out the
strength of various magnets and their ability to attract and repel each other.

Our topic was about Sheffield. We have learnt about our local area and how to
locate Sheffield on a map. We also created our own maps of the
local area, showing how to get from one place to another and what
the local area is used for. Additionally, we have spent time using an
atlas to identify other major cities in the UK and we have identified
the capitals of many different countries in the world. We have also
learnt the difference between physical and human features.
In RE we have learnt about Islam, focusing on the 5 pillars of
Islam and how this is a guide for how Muslims live their lives.
At home children created models to represent the 5 pillars.

News from Year 4

Topaz, Emerald & Ruby

Year 4 have had a great start to the year. Our first topic
was the Anglo-Saxons, and
we really enjoyed welcoming
our Anglo-Saxon visitor to
school.
She taught us about AngloSaxon life, showed us
clothes, weapons and even money - and told us a very
scary version of Beowulf!
This half term, we are studying India. Several children produced great projects on
India or Pakistan over the half-term holiday and we
have really enjoyed sharing
these in class. We are focusing
on a small village in India called
Chembokolli.

Last week, a visitor from Action Aid came in to school to
share stories and objects from India. She has visited
Chembokolli and taught in the
school there so it was really
interesting to discover more about the village and look
at all her souvenirs. She even gave us a lesson in
Tamil.

News from Year 5

Diamond & Sapphire

There have been several exciting things going
on in Year 5 this term. In Topic in the first halfterm, we were learning about ‘Life in the
Freezer’, exploring life in the Arctic and Antarctic.
To support our learning, we took a trip to The
Deep in Hull.
Both classes had a fantastic time looking at all of
the fascinating sea creatures and discovering
more about different types of penguins and their habitat.
This half-term in Topic we are studying Spain. We had a Spanish visitor come in
and teach us all about the incredible history of Spain and
we even wrote our own Spanish tales! There was some
superb acting and some of the Year 5’s looked stunning in
the Spanish costumes.
In our PE lessons this half-term Year 5 have been privileged to receive
kick-boxing training from a kick-boxing expert. They have showed
amazing tenacity and determination, quickly developing amazing kickboxing skills. Some of the children are even pursuing further training by
attending an after-school kick-boxing club!
Next term we have even more thrilling treats in store for Year 5. Year
5 will be doing cycle-safety training so they have already had the
opportunity to attend a bikeability class in preparation for that. They
did fantastically and we are all looking forward to the sessions next
term.
In Topic next term we will be learning about Ancient Egypt and having another
exciting visitor in to run an Egyptian workshop. It will be excellent!

News from Year 6

Amber & Jet

Faiza and Zahra in Amber at the Flood lines
During this half term, Year 6 have been
fascinated by the Sheffield Flood of 1864.
This involved going
to visit the disaster
site at Dale Dyke and
following the trail of
destruction through Kelham Island. From this first-hand
experience, they are learning to write explanation texts.
Children found evidence of the damage caused by the giant
wave.

Year 6 have also been working hard to develop their
understanding of the human circulatory system.
Pupils have been curious about the inside of human
bodies which has led to some very interesting class
discussions.

As well as lots of brilliant learning, Year 6 have been
tremendous prefects: showing excellent attitudes in and out of
the classroom. Because of this, lots of children have collected
enough golden tickets to enjoy the reward trip at the end of the term.

Keep this up
Y6!

News from

Sienna
In Science this half term Sienna class has been
learning about the
Human Digestive
System. We have
been looking at the
different parts
involved in
digestion.

We have carried out a practical investigation to demonstrate the digestive process.
We placed bread in a plastic bag and broke it in
pieces just as food enters the mouth; this is the
first process in digestion. We used a funnel so
food can be pushed into the small intestine.

We had fun following learning
about how our food travels to the
various parts of the digestive
system.

News from

Den

In the Den we work hard to develop our social skills and interactions with others,
so we spend quite a lot of time engaging in activities which require us to co-operate
and help each other. We have been working hard to try to make sure that we use
these skills all the time and this is helping us with our learning.
In maths we have been improving our understanding of fractions.
This has included work on adding and subtracting fractions,
equivalent fractions and converting fractions into decimals. We
have realised that work on fractions is closely related to division
and we are now starting to use these maths skills to help us solve
problems related to the real world.
Because we are all working at different writing steps we don’t always do the same
work during our English lessons. The older children are currently looking at
discussion text and developing the skills to write a balanced
argument; the younger children are currently basing their
writing on ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle.
However, we have all written poetry inspired by the work of
Roger McGough and completed a non-chronological report
using facts we have acquired in our tropical rainforest topic.
During topic lessons we have used maps and atlases to locate the
rainforests around the world, before focusing on the Amazon
rainforest in Brazil. We have looked at the physical and
geographical features of the area then compared them
to England. We can’t wait to find out about what it is
like to live there. We will also be looking at how the
rainforests are made up of different layers, as well as what needs to be done to
save them from being destroyed.
Henri Rousseau’s ‘Surprised’ has been the inspiration for our artwork
this half term. We have found out about the artist and his style of
painting. We are now creating our own 3D paintings based on his work.
Finally, we are continuing to develop our interactions with others
through our ‘work experience’ sessions. This is when we spend time helping the
KS1 teachers in their classrooms. We really enjoy helping the younger children in
school. Who knows-some of us might even become teachers ourselves!

News from the School Council
A new school year, a new school council!
Congratulations to this year’s School Council members, who are:

Garnet

Akan Amba

Ruby

Ruqayya Shah

Onyx

Ayah Khan

Emerald

Zakaria Ibrahim

Peridot

Ramzaan Ahan

Diamond

Fatima Baroo

Tanzanite

Inayaa Ahmed

Sapphire

Uzair Khan

Amethyst

Sehr Ahmed

Amber

Niyaab Shah & Cosmo Key

Quartz

Khansa Iqbal

Jet

Asiya Ifthkar

Topaz

Aania Jan

Sienna

Michaela Horvathova

The new members have made a great start to their year on School Council. In
their first meeting, they gave feedback from their classes that children really like
using dojos and also “Tea with Mrs Best” because it is a good way to reward
children who are making good choices. School Council members also said that
classes would really like more sports clubs at lunchtimes and after school.
School Council also helped to plan anti-bullying Week. They arranged for all
classes to vote on what colour children should wear for the Anti-Bullying NonUniform Day. In the end, classes voted to dress in black and white.
School Council also organised an anti-bullying poster competition and both
Councils voted on the winner. Congratulations to Maria Ghafoor in Year 3, who
had her winning poster displayed around school.

News from the Rights
Respecting School Council
Congratulations to this year’s Rights Respecting School Council members, who
are:

Garnet

Zahra Ashoor

Ruby

Dylan Bartlett-Brown

Onyx

Ayaan Asad

Emerald

Raya Benloss

Peridot

Mohammed Musa

Diamond

Abbaas Khan

Tanzanite

Abeeha Baig

Sapphire

Umaha Khan

Amethyst

Sudais Khan

Amber

Bilal Rafiq &
Humaira Ghafoor

Quartz

Rhiann Ismail

Jet

Ismael Akhtar

Topaz

Zahira Ahmed

Sienna

Michaela Horvathova

In their first meeting, Rights Respecting School Council Rights discussed the
creation of a school charter. They discussed a list of rights and then voted to
decide on the most important rights that they thought should be in the charter.
They also talked about worry boxes and suggested improvements to the worry box
system.
In their second meeting, the councillors talked about the responsibilities which will
go with each of these rights to make sure that everyone in school – adults and
children – have their rights respected. They also discussed the use of lollipop
sticks in lessons (some teachers use them to select a child to answer the question,
rather than children putting their hands up) and came up with some feedback to
give to the Senior Leadership Team.

Dates for your calendar

Non Uniform Days 2017/18

Teacher Training Days 2018

Friday 22nd December

Friday 2nd February

Friday 26th January

Friday 23rd March

Friday 23rd February

Friday 25th May

Friday 30th March
Friday 27th April

School Census

Thursday 24th May

Thursday 18th January

Friday 29th June

Thursday 3rd May

Wednesday 25th July
Please note school opens Monday 8th January 2018.
School Photographer
Wednesday 28th March

Fundraising News

Thank you for all your help in making this such a success
We couldn’t have done it without you!

The School raised a staggering……………£314.79!!

Anti-bullying ran from 13th to 17th
November. The aim is to:
“The idea is to help children and
young people celebrate what
makes them, and others, unique
and help them understand why it’s
important that every child feels
included in school, able to be
themselves
without
fear
of
bullying”.
School Council helped to plan anti-bullying week. A vote was made and
the classes voted to dress in black and white.

Welcome & Congratulations!
We would like to say a very big thank to staff that have gone onto pastures new and wish them
all the very best for the future in their new roles.
New faces in and around school who we wish to give a very big warm welcome to be: Mr
Hussain and Miss Ashraf.
Mrs Kent who has had a beautiful baby boy!

Mrs Cropper who has had a beautiful baby Girl!

